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 Greetings from the OPTIMiSM Team! We present you the Oct-Dec 2019 issue 

of OPTIMiSM. 
 
We are pleased to share that the Bank, in its endeavor to create robust MSME 
Ecosystem, has carried forward the structural initiatives undertaken under Vision 2.0. 
The Bank organized 2nd edition of SIDBI National Microfinance Congress and SIDBI- ET 
MSE Awards. Both the events have been a grand success with heartening 
participation from all stakeholders. Further, Mission SWAVALAMBAN has succeeded 
in reaching to masses through various interventions viz SWAVALAMBAN Silai schools, 
Jagriti Yatra, SWAVALAMBAN Mela, connect centres, etc.  
 
The Bank would continue its efforts to encourage youth to choose path of 
entrepreneurship and in the process a robust MSME ecosystem for their healthy 
growth.  
 
We wish you happy & prosperous new year! 

 

Smt. Chitra Alai,  
General Manager, SIDBI, Chennai RO-I 
 

Dr. Subhransu Sekhar Acharya,  
General Manager, SIDBI, New Delhi RO 

 
Smt. Y. M. Kumari, 

   General Manager, SIDBI, Mumbai office 
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  2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19  2019-20 

Non-food Credit O/s SCB* (in lakh crore) 55.29 60.02 65.46 70.94 76.88 86.33 86.63@ 

Credit to Industry O/s -SCB (in lakh crore) 25.16 26.57 27.3 26.8 26.99 28.85 27.86@ 

Credit to Services O/s -SCB (in lakh crore) 13.37 14.13 15.41 18.02 20.5 24.15 23.52@ 

MSE Credit O/s -SCB (in lakh crore) 7.07 8.00 8.47 9.01 9.96 10.67 10.53@ 

 Weighted Average Lending Rate- SCB 
(outstanding loan) 

12.11% 11.76% 11.20% 10.80% 10.35% 10.35% 10.40%# 

MSME Weighted Average Lending Rate- 
SCB (outstanding loan) 

    12.25% 11.88% 11.41% 11.42% 11.26%^ 

  2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19  2019-20 

GDP Growth -constant price (2011-12) 6.4 7.4 8.2 7.1 6.7 6.8 4.8* 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP) 3.4 4.0 3.4 4.6 4.3 3.6  0.5# 

IIP - Manufacturing 3.6 3.8 2.8 4.4 4.6 3.5 0.5# 

Forex Reserves- RBI (USD Billion) 304 341 360 370 424 411 455^ 

Merchandise Export (in billion USD) 314.41 310.34 262.3 275.85 302.84 331.02 211.93@ 

Merchandise Import (in billion USD) 450.2 448.03 381.01 384.36 459.67 507.44 318.78@ 

Current Account Deficit (CAD) 1.7 1.3 1.1 0.6 1.9 2.1 2< 

Consumer Price Index (CPI) 9.4 5.8 4.9 4.5 3.6  3.4 5.5> 

Fiscal Deficit (% of GDP) 4.5 4.1 3.9 3.5 3.5 3.4 $ 

  May June July August September October November 

Merchandise Export (in billion USD) 29.99 25.01 26.3 26.1 26 26.4 25.98 

Merchandise Import (in billion USD) 45.35 40.29 39.8 39.6 36.9 37.4 38.11 

CPI 3.05 3.18 3.1 3.2 4 4.6 5.54 

IIP 3.1 2 4.3 -1.1 -4.3 -3.8 $ 

IIP-Manufacturing 2.5 1.2 4.2 -1.2 -3.9 -2.1 $ 

USD rates 69.71 69.18 68.80 71.14 71.33 71.04 71.5 

Macro indicators - Annual 

Macro indicators - Monthly 

Credit - Dashboard 

$- No data released post previous data, * Apr-Sept 2019-20, # April-Oct 2019-20, ^Dec 20, 2019, @ April-Nov 2019-20, < April-June 2019-20, > Nov 2019 

@ Oct 25, 2019, # Sept 2019, * SCB- Scheduled Commercial Bank, ^ June 2019 

Source- RBI, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, Office of Economic Advisor, Dept of Economic Affairs 

$- No data released post previous data 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Govt e-Marketplace (GeM) 

Dedicated e-marketplace for Goods & Services 

procured by Govt Organizations/ Departments/ 

PSUs.  

Key Highlights as on December 31, 2019- 

 41,567                            3,14,159 

Buyer Organizations       Seller & Service Providers 

 

16,91,477    18,320 

Products   Services 

 

30,32,462   42,983 crore 

Orders              Transaction Value  

 

65,657   51.41% 

MSE Sellers & Service       Order Value (MSE %) 

Providers 

PRADHAN MANTRI MUDRA YOJANA (PMMY) 

Scheme to finance income generating small 

businesses, launched on April 08, 2015. 

Key Highlights for FY 2020 as on Dec 27, 2019- 

3.33 crore                 `1.69 lakh crore 

No. of accounts     Amount Sanctioned 

 

`1.64 lakh crore   138 FIs 

Amount Disbursed Submitting data on 

portal 

Note- Provisional data 

MSME SAMBANDH 

Web portal launched to monitor implementation 

of Public Procurement Policy. 

Key Highlights for FY 2019-20 as on Dec 31, 

2019- 

 `77,709 crore                 111 

Procurement through   CPSEs reported  

portal     procurement 

 

 `22,400 crore   84,340 

Procurement from MSEs MSEs benefitted 

 

`376 crore    `191 crore 

Procurement from SC/ST  Procurement from  

owned MSEs              Women MSEs  

 

MSME SAMADHAAN 

Web portal to address delayed payment to MSEs 

Key Highlights as on Dec 31, 2019- 

 32,430                   `8500 crore 

Case filed by MSEs            Amount Involved 

 

 2055    `469 crore 

Applications Disposed         Amount 

involved in disposal 

 

2769    `335 crore 

Mutual Settlement  Amount involved in 

mutual settlement 

 

5865   5113 

Cases under            Applications rejected 

consideration 



 
 

 

 

SIDBI signed MoU with GeM to empower entrepreneurs 

SIDBI has signed MoU with Government e-

marketplace (GeM) to onboard women 

entrepreneurs, SHGs, and various loan 

beneficiaries under schemes like MUDRA, 

Standup India, Startup India, National 

Livelihood Mission (Rural & Urban) etc. 

Under the arrangement, SIDBI and GeM 

shall create awareness about initiatives 

across their respective networks, make 

efforts to onboard additional 

partners/members, industry associations, 

sectoral, regional industry, trade 

associations, etc. on GeM portal. 

The partnership will be useful for MSEs to 

have direct access to government 

departments and PSUs to sell their 

services/products which shall, in turn, 

help them to expand their business and 

increase revenues. 

 

MSME Credit growth shows slowdown- MSME Pulse 

The 7th edition of MSME Pulse indicates slight slowdown in commercial credit. The Y-O-Y 

commercial credit growth stood at 10.4% in the quarter ending Jun’19. However, the Q-

o-Q comparison indicates a 2.6% decline in credit exposure in the quarter ending Jun’19 

over Mar’19. The total on-balance sheet commercial lending exposure in India declined 

to `63.8 Lakh crore in Jun’19 from `65.5 Lakh crore in Mar’19. Further, marginal 

deterioration was also observed in asset quality and NPA rate surging to 16.1% in Jun’19 

from 15.5% in Mar ‘19. However, NPA rates in Micro and SME segment have remained 

range bound between 8.5% (Jun’18) to 8.7% (Jun’19) and 10.6% (in both Jun’18 and 

Jun’19) respectively over last one year. 

The report shows that NBFCs, which were steadily gaining market share across all 

commercial credit segments, have seen decline in market share for the first time in last 

2 years. The edition also covers the study on the credit risk build-up in the Auto Industry 

MSMEs. The study revealed that Auto industry continues to be the lowest delinquent 

industry. About 45% of MSMEs in Auto industry belong to CMR-1 to CMR-3 compared to 

38% for MSMEs in other industries. 

Link of report- 

https://sidbi.in/files/announcements/MSME%20PULSE%20OCTOBER%202019_Edition%207.pdf 

https://sidbi.in/files/announcements/MSME%20PULSE%20OCTOBER%202019_Edition%207.pdf
https://sidbi.in/files/announcements/MSME%20PULSE%20OCTOBER%202019_Edition%207.pdf


 
 

Microfinance loan portfolio exhibits 38% Y-o-Y growth- Microfinance Pulse 

The 3rd edition of Microfinance Pulse, released during SIDBI National Microfinance 

Congress, showed 38% Y-o-Y growth in Microfinance loan portfolio in the quarter ended 

June 2019. The overall loan portfolio stood at `1,89,069 crore as on June 30, 2019, 

registering growth of 5.9% over March 31, 2019. As on June 30, 2019, Microfinance space 

comprises of 152 institutions. Across lender categories, NBFC-MFIs continue to dominate 

the industry in terms of portfolio outstanding with 38% market share as on June 30, 2019. 

Microfinance Industry risk profile also shows an improvement in 90+ delinquency from 

0.51% in June 2018 to 0.40% in June 2019. 

The report also presented the top 10 states in terms of outstanding portfolio buckets with 

comparative analysis from June 2016 to June 2019. Tamil Nadu is the leading state in 

terms of outstanding portfolio. Further, most of the top 10 states maintained their 

presence in top 10 list with Kerala being the new addition, at 10th position, in place of 

Gujarat.  

Link of report-  

https://sidbi.in/files/article/articlefiles/3rd%20edition%20-%20Microfinance%20Pulse%20Report.pdf 

 

SIDBI organized 2nd edition of SIDBI-ET MSE Awards 

SIDBI organized 2nd 

edition of SIDBI-ET 

MSE Awards to 

recognize, reward and 

re-energize the best 

Micro and Small 

enterprises. The 

awards intend to 

provide quantum leap 

growth to MSEs 

through capacity 

building by helping 

them attend 

Management 

Development 

Programme 

(conducted by IIMs) 

and mentoring support. Based on the last year’s feedback, a new category of award i.e. 

companies that generated most jobs, was introduced this year. The award ceremony was 

graced by the august presence of Shri Nitin Gadkari, Hon’ble Union Minister of Road 

Transport & Highways and MSME and Shri Anurag Singh Thakur, Hon’ble Minister of State 

for Finance and Corporate Affairs. Shri Nitin Gadkari, while highlighting the importance of 

inclusive growth that would create opportunities in rural areas, urged SIDBI and ET to also 

recognize successful business in rural and agricultural areas. 

https://sidbi.in/files/article/articlefiles/3rd%20edition%20-%20Microfinance%20Pulse%20Report.pdf
https://sidbi.in/files/article/articlefiles/3rd%20edition%20-%20Microfinance%20Pulse%20Report.pdf


 
 

 

SIDBI organized 2nd edition of National Microfinance Congress 

SIDBI organized the 2nd edition of National Microfinance Congress in Mumbai, during 26-

27 November 2019 to envisage the vision of the Microfinance sector in India and dwell on 

the issues and concerns therein. The event witnessed participation of more than 300 

national and international delegates representing more than 200 organizations. The 

event was graced by the benign presence and captivating addresses by eminent 

dignitaries including RBI, Shri M. K. Jain, Deputy Governor RBI, Shri Mohammad Mustafa, 

IAS, CMD, SIDBI, Mr. Gavin McGillivray, Head DFID India, Dr. Charan Singh, Director of 

EGROW, to name a few. 6 technical sessions witnessed eminent panelist brainstorming 

on the emerging challenges and way ahead for the Microfinance Sector.  



 
 

The event also had three interactive sessions steered by international experts on recent 

global developments in the Microfinance sector. In concluding session, Shri Manoj Mittal, 

DMD SIDBI, summed up the key takeaways and urged that same may be taken forward. 

In valedictory address, Shri Rajkiran Rai G, MD & CEO Union Bank of India, appreciated 

the initiatives undertaken by SIDBI. 

Watch full telecast on - bit.ly/2ETfNvz  

Key takeaways of Microfinance congress are given on last page 

https://t.co/j6SoiIj2X6
https://t.co/j6SoiIj2X6


 
 

SIDBI launched MSME Outreach programme 

SIDBI launched MSME outreach programme for strengthening MSME ecosystem 

through knowledge dissemination on digital platforms and closer cooperation with state 

government on MSME related issues. The prime objective of the initiative is to gauge the 

expectations of MSME stakeholders, identify the good practices of state and suggest 

state-specific schemes. This outreach programme is based on recommendation of the 

expert committee on MSMEs headed by Shri U.K. Sinha, which prescribed SIDBI to 

collaborate with State Governments so as to get MSME units onto digital platforms. The 

half day programme will be carried out in 10 states namely Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 

Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, Kerala and 

Telangana, on pilot basis. As on December 31, 2019, 8 outreach programs have already 

been conducted in Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Bihar, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Telangana, 

Rajasthan and Kerala with a total participation of about 2000 stakeholders from MSME 

ecosystem, including officials from respective state government. 



 
 

 

 

 

Govt to push MSME-made goods through e-tailers 

The government plans fee-based arrangements with online/ digital marketplaces such as 

Amazon and Flipkart for pushing goods produced by Micro, Small and Medium enterprises 

(MSMEs), while eyeing a tie-up with a financial sector entity to boost business-to-business 

(B2B) sales by small enterprises. Apart from helping them fetch more orders from both 

consumers and other businesses, this will help these enterprises make a smooth 

transition into India’s booming e-commerce space. On the B2B side, the proposed 

platform will also provide funds and thus shall have access to cash flows, helping buffer 

businesses against shocks. Funding and payments have been a major area of concern for 

MSMEs and the government is looking at models that can help MSMEs. 

 

Walmart to open 25 institutes to train 50,000 MSME entrepreneurs 

 

US-based retail major Walmart Inc launched a supplier development programme in India 

with the aim to train 50,000 small and medium entrepreneurs enabling them to scale up 

and thus also become part of global supply chains. The initiative called the Walmart 

Vriddhi Supplier Development Program, aims to train these 50,000 MSMEs by setting up 

25 institutes strategically near manufacturing clusters across the country in the next five 

years. The first such institute is expected to open in March 2020. The Walmart Vriddhi 

institutes would directly train MSME to enable them to become part of the domestic and 

international supply chains of Walmart and Flipkart as well as other market players. 

Participants will be equipped for both online and offline growth, helping them with the 

tools to potentially become a part of the supply chain. 

Govt tweaks rules to ease subsidy flow to MSMEs 

The government has approved changes in the interest subvention scheme guidelines for 

Micro, Small and Medium enterprise to help them get 2% interest subsidy on loans. The 

modifications in the scheme guidelines are aimed to fulfil the objectives of the scheme 

and to increase productivity in MSMEs through access to credit at reduced cost. The 

modifications in the scheme include (i) settlement of claims based on internal or 

concurrent auditor certificate and submission of statutory auditor’s certificate once by 

June 30, 2020; (ii) acceptance of claims in multiple lots for a given half year by eligible 

institutions. 

Requirement of Udyog Aadhar Number (UAN) is dispensed with for units eligible for GST. 

Unit not required to obtain GST, may either submit Income Tax PAN or their loan account 

must be categorized as a MSME by the concerned eligible institutions. 

 



 
 

Other MSME News

Press Ctrl and click on image to read the original news. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/sme-sector/in-talks-with-sbi-to-jointly-run-e-commerce-portal-for-msmes-nitin-gadkari/articleshow/72279285.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/sme-sector/working-on-msmes-reforms-to-push-its-gdp-share-to-50-nitin-gadkari/articleshow/71624903.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/up-msme-units-double-in-three-years-open-job-avenues/articleshow/72120568.cms


 
 

 

SIDBI National Microfinance Congress 2019- Key take-aways 

SIDBI has been one of the pioneers in microfinance sector. Over the years, it has 
taken several path breaking initiatives for the smooth and sustained growth of 
microfinance sector in the country. Its interventions ranges from extending 
financial assistance to MFIs to equity support to capacity building to policy 
advocacy and a host of other services for microfinance sector. In this direction one 
of its latest initiatives has been organizing the annual SIDBI National Microfinance 
Congress to deliberate upon the emerging issues/ challenges in microfinance 
sector and find solutions for the same. 
 
In this series, SIDBI organized the second edition of SIDBI National Microfinance 
Congress, in Mumbai during Nov 26th and 27th, 2019.The event was participated 
by more than 300 industry practitioners, academicians, Bankers, NBFCs, Fintechs, 
International experts etc. and deliberated on wide ranging issues confronting the 
Microfinance sector. A vision document on status of microfinance in India was also 
presented in congress. 
The key takeaways emerging out of the discussions and deliberation at the 2-day 

event from policy advocacy perspective are summarized below- 

1. Development of digital platforms like e-Shakti to bring all the women 
borrowers to a single platform to centralize the financial transactions of all 
women through unique ID. 

2. Develop new partnerships with national and international Financial 
Institutions to get access to grants or subsidized capital. 

3. Credit protection through insurance against natural calamities to develop a 

sustainable model for Microfinance. 

4. Development of Microfinance focused bureaus for standardization of 
Microfinance reports and standardized regulation for responsible lending.  

5. Creation of consolidated database for all the Microfinance Institutions to 
mitigate the emerging risks in the Microfinance industry. 

6. Need to measure the social impact of Microfinance in improving lives of the 

borrower through parameters like water and sanitation facility, affordable 
housing, education of children, nutrition quality etc. 

7. Need of research institutions to focus on research for devising structured 

products and development of training institutes dedicated to MFI 
employees. Another version of which could be existing EDIs being converted 

into MSME Universities.  

8. Provide advisory services to the new business entrepreneurs.  

9. Focus on the consumption pattern of the borrowers to provide them more 
curated products. 

10. Better customer profiling by leveraging the digital footprints of the 

customers at grocery stores, pharmacy, restaurants etc. and digital 
invoices, tax records, POS devices, mobile phone usage etc.; need to 
develop new models for deeper analysis of the customer profile. 

11. Behavioral algorithms to develop collection models which can also include 

daily installment model and predict the future cashflow. 

12. Develop public and private partnerships to create funds primarily for 

marketing and communication assistance to the SHGs. 



 

 

13. Focused curriculum in schools to mould the mindsets of youth and parents 
towards entrepreneurial careers; development of incubation centres at 

university and corporate level to convert ideas into products to promote 
entrepreneurs.  

14. Focus on creating hyper localized products by bringing women of common 

interest together through hyper local occupation mapping.  

15. Deeper understanding of cultural difference between collective 

responsibility and individual responsibility for better analytics of the risks 
involved and developing customized products.  

16. Mass movement on financial literacy programs through private 
organizations, Self-Regulatory Organizations (SROs) & international 
development institutions and creation of special methodology on educating 

children about personal finance.  

17. Development of new business models worldwide beyond the SHG and JLG 

for the new age borrowers for encompassing the ultra-poor and micro 
enterprises. 

 

******* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Frequently asked Questions about Swavalamban Express 
 

1. Swavalamban Express- An experiential Journey? 

Answer- Swavalamban Express is a 16 day long nationwide entrepreneurial 
Train Journey covering 7000 km. Around 450 highly motivated Startups/ budding 
entrepreneurs shall learn from change-makers, interact with role models, create 
business plan, pitch to Marquee investors and above all, make lifelong Friends.  

Throughout the journey 
a) custom designed modules/ training / workshops aimed towards helping 

budding entrepreneurs shall be conducted by resource persons representing 
various mentors, experts, institutions, role model enterprises, etc.  

b) Participants shall be exposed to various opportunities, market potentials, 
knowledge, connect and cross-cultural learning. 

 
It shall be our endeavor that on completion of the journey the participating 
aspirants would have a ready business plan for their dream venture. Each 
bogie shall have 60 aspirants (total 450 approx.) and 50 selected business 
plans shall be rewarded with train fee reimbursement and shall be provided 
the credit connect. 

 
The objective behind the initiative is to salute the spirit of entrepreneurship 
within India's youth and exposing them to individuals and institutions that 
will add value in the journey of youth to become an entrepreneur. Also 
provide an opportunity to experienced mentors to contribute to nation 
building. 

2. What will I get from this 16-day train Journey? 

 
Answer- Existing Startups- If existing startups onboard the train, they shall have 

chance to 
a) revisit their business strategy  
b) pitch with investment funds 

c) Ideas to scale up their business. 
 

    New entrepreneur- If a new entrepreneur onboard the train. 

a) He/she can shape his/her dreams 
b) Choose the feasible career path,  

c) Decide an entrepreneurial option etc. 
 

   Aspirant/Participants: Once an aspirant onboard 

a).he/she shall get learnings from Mentors/Institution of 
excellence/Established Entrepreneurs/who’s who of Indian Entrepreneurial 
landscape. 

b). Once participants get down from train, they shall have  
-Ready Business Plan. 
-Handholding for setting up a new unit/venture/business. 
- Shall be extended loans for their venture (50 selected participants only) 

 
 

 



 

 

Mentors: 
Once mentors get down from train, they shall have  
-Satisfaction in contributing to youth to opt for being job creator. 
-Exposure and chance to learn about various sectors of the industry. 
- The opportunity to contribute in development of the Country.  

 
3. Who can apply for the Journey? Is there an eligibility-criterion? 

Answer-Participants: Youth between 20-35 years of age.  
Mentors: There is no age criteria. 
 
4. How many role models will I meet? And who are these role models? 
Answer- We have shortlisted 12 destinations for this Journey. At each 
destination, we will try to provide necessary exposure through interaction with 
established entrepreneur. Seminars/workshop will be conducted by renowned 
personalities. Sessions/interactions language will be mix of English/Hindi.  
Participants will visit various industries of different sectors and get exposure of 
how to run a business. 

 
5. What are the fees for onboarding a journey? 
Answer- The fees for the participant of Swavalamban Express shall be 50% 
(Rs6500/-) of train Journey Cost for AC 3 tier. Each participant will be required 
to pay the amount after in principle selection for being a part of the journey. 
There is no fee for mentor. 

 
6. Where do we get the stay and what are the food arrangements for 16 days? 
Answer- Stay arrangements will be on train. The organizing team, volunteers 
and the support staff – all live in the train for complete 16 days. The organizing 
team assigns compartments to the participants/mentors before they board the 
train.  
 
7. What is the selection process? 
Answer- Out of the registrations received an independent committee will screen 
the applicants on the basis information submitted. The selected candidates shall 
be required to fill detailed questionnaire to gauge the zeal/idea/passion to 
become an entrepreneur. Telephonic interviews may be conducted, if required. 

 
8. Will there be a shower/bath facility on the train? 
Answer- We shall arrange the facilities through IRCTC either on train or at 
station.  

 
9. What are the dates of journey and which are the cities to be covered? 
Answer-The tentative running dates for the train are April 02,2020 to April 17, 
2020 or May 01,2020 to May 16,2020. The tentative cities to be covered during 
Journey – Varanasi -Lucknow, Katra, Delhi, Jaipur, Ahmedabad, Mumbai, 
Bangalore, Chennai, Hyderabad, Bhubaneswar, Kolkata, Patna.  

 
10. Can we board on train from our choice of station? 
Answer- No. All the participants will board and deboard train at Varanasi Station.  

 
11. What will be the medical and security measures during journey?  
Answer- There will be qualified doctors available throughout the Journey. A sick 
bay will be set up on the train to take care of the participants/mentors who fall 
sick. Further, 2 security guards will be there in each bogie to cover security 
measures. After in principle approval/selection, you must inform the organizers 
if you take any medication or have a pre-existing medical condition, prior to the 
start of the journey. 

 



 

 

12. Who can be a mentor? 
Answer- Mentor will be a expert of his field who will be a guide/teacher /role 
model for the participant. A mentor may share with participants information 
about his or her own career path, as well as provide guidance, motivation, 
emotional support, and role modeling. A mentor may help with exploring 
careers, setting goals, developing contact, and identifying resources. 

 
13. Can I smoke/chew tobacco/drink alcohol during Journey? 
 Answer- No. It is not allowed.  

 
14. Do I need to keep my college informed about my participation in Journey? 
Answer- Those participating, shall keep their parents/colleges apprised about 
the journey and shall obey the rules and regulations to maintain discipline 
during the journey. 

 
15. Can I deboard from train in case I wish to or in case of urgency? 
Answer- Any emergency deboarding will be allowed after the due approval from 
SIDBI.  

 
16. Do I need to submit business plan at the end of journey? What if I do not 
submit? 
Answer- Every participant should try to submit a viable Business plan. Out of 
the business plans submitted, SIDBI will assist in providing the loans to 50 best 
creditworthy Business Plans.  

 
17. I am 35 years 1 day old. Can I apply as participant? 
Answer- Yes, you can apply. The age limit for participant are 20-35 years. 
However, the final decision rest with Jury/committee of SIDBI. 

 
18. I am 6th pass,22 years old, running a computer shop and have unique idea. 
whether I can apply? 

Answer- Yes you can apply. There is no education bar on selection of candidate. 
Further, it is also not mandatory that you need to be an entrepreneur. We are 
looking for participants who want to become an entrepreneur and have potential 
to contribute in the economic and social prosperity of the country. 

 
19. What happens on the train while we are travelling between destinations? 
Answer- This is the time when the greatest interaction and learning takes place. 
Constructive conversations and debates happen over a cup of tea or in the AC 
chair car sessions. Various teams/groups into which participants are divided 
come together and work on assigned projects. This is also the time to 
socialize/network and get to know each other and have fun while on the journey. 
Music and Art is always welcomed on the train, so be as creative as you can! 
Further, we will also try to arrange for lectures/knowledge sharing in the train. 

 
20. When should I reach Varanasi? 
Answer- Once you are selected and have completed the payment process, you 
are officially a ‘Participant’. The next step is for you to reach Varanasi – where 
the Journey begins. Complete details of the time and venue for registration and 
facilitators workshop will be emailed to you much prior to Journey. 

 
21. How safe is it to travel on the train for 16 days? 
Answer- Safety of all persons onboard is of prime importance to us. We will have 
additional security personnel to take care of safety concerns, each compartment 
shall have 2 security personnel. Security personnel’s will travel with us 
throughout the Journey. 

 



 

 

22. What is the provision for meals and water? 
Answer- Vegetarian food will be provided with proper hygiene. Bottled water will 
be provided in the journey. No outside food shall be allowed on the train due to 
risk of food poisoning. 

 
23. Application submit button nor working? 

 Answer- Please tick the terms and condition options available in the application 
form and then submit the application form. 

 
24. Where to contact in case of any query? 

Answer- Please write a mail to pnd_ndho@sidbi.in(pnd underscore ndho) or call 
011-23448405/ 011-23448410. 

 

******************************** 

 

 

mailto:pnd_ndho@sidbi.in(pnd
mailto:pnd_ndho@sidbi.in(pnd

